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customs, but in the vast majority of the districts the
worship of the village deities and the worship of Siva
and Vishnu go on side by side; just as in China
Confucianism and Taoism are not rival religions but
complementary creeds.
To the student of comparative religion the study of
the weird rites and ceremonies connected with the
propitiation of the village deities is interesting, because
it reveals many points of contact with primitive forms
of religion in other lands, and also because it enables
the student to see these primitive religious ideas in very
different stages of development. To the Christian the
study has a still greater interest, because, amid all their
repulsive features, these rites contain instinctive ideas
and yearnings which find their satisfaction in the highest
truths of Christianity.
In the second edition I have tried to remedy defects
and omissions that have been kindly pointed out by
reviewers, and some chapters have been rearranged.
It has been difficult, however, to know where to stop
when attempting to supply omissions. The number of
different gods and goddesses worshipped all over South
India is enormous and the variety of local customs
almost infinite. It is inevitable, therefore, that a large
number of deities and customs,.which are both interest-
ing and important, should be omitted in a small book
that can only aim at being a brief introduction to a vast
subject.
The chapter on the probable origin of the worship
of village gods (Ch. VIII) has naturally provoked the
most criticism. In the former chapters I have stated
what I have heard and seen myself. In this chapter I
rashly entered the field of conjecture and framed a
hypothesis as to what may have happened about 7000
years ago. Naturally I have laid myself open to attack.
But in spite of the criticisms that have been made on
my theory, I do not feel inclined to give it up, though
it must necessarily remain incapable of proof. I am
still of opinion that the totemistic theory^ of the origin
of the sacrifices to the grama-devatas, or village